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W omen's P otluc k

The next w omen's p ot luc k dinner will b e held July 28th.,

6pm at allison calv ern's home, 259 Lynha v en Street. The

`sho w and tell' topic for June created a lot of discussion and

w e will con tin ue where w e left o�. The topic cen tres on the

idea of lib eration, w omen's lib eration, \the p ersonal is p o-

litical". What do these w ords mean in y our life and in the

greater so cial realm? Join us for an ev ening of fo o d, discus-

sion, rev elation, and laugh ter. F or information please con-

tact Joan Brew er at 455-5169 or jrjeb@n b.sympatico.ca

Empt y Bo wls vs Empt y Bellies

U*Us gathered. Congregations gathered. And a b evy

of hand crafted b eauties got together. Our y outh sang,

leading us in to an ev ening wherein our hearts and w allets

resp onded to b oth lo cal and global h unger. Once again,

Empt y Bo wls w on! Eigh t thousand dollars w as raised to

feed the h ungry who come to Romero House in Sain t John,

and the ill who fall in to the n urturing hands of Alpha

F oundation in Sierra Leone.

If no w the clink of coins in to b o wls is but an ec ho, also

it is a promise for next y ear. The b o wls ha v e disp ersed

across this great land, connecting congregations in a w a y

that helps to build our U*U comm unit y in to a Canadian

presence. Thank y ou to the en th usiastic participation of

Canadian U*U congregations, and to the solid supp ort of

CUC headquarters.

Thank y ou all!

Barn and Flowers at Shamp er's Blu�

UFF Scarf Up date: Think F all!

Sain t Thomas Univ ersit y has ask ed up to pro vide eac h in-

ternational studen t with a handmade scarf in Septem b er.

Please start knitting! W e ha v e a lot of y arn (some y arn

w as donated b y knitters from our lo cal Singer store on

Y ork Street).

Genevi � ev e has o�ered to giv e knitting lessons to those who

w ould lik e to learn to knit. Last y ear almost half of our

mem b ers knit a scarf ! Let's k eep up the go o d w ork. Ev en

p eople who didn't kno w us knit scarv es for us. My friend's

aun t, Lalia McV ey who died in Ma y at the age of 96 knit

six scarv es for us last y ear - she didn't ev er come to our

fello wship, but her passion ab out our scarf pro ject w as

amazing. Lalia knit the lo v ely large scarv es with p erfect
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small stitc hes made with pastel `bab y y arn'.

W e ha v e 35 scarv es in our `scarf in v en tory'. In August,

whic h is fast approac hing, a displa y of our scarv es will b e

set in the fello wship. I b eliev e w e will need a few more

for Septem b er and the Jan uary 2007 studen ts will arriv e

b efore w e kno w it.

The plan is to attac h one of our new business cards (with

our magnolia c halice and address/w eb site on the fron t

and our sev en principles on the bac k) to eac h scarf. Man y

studen ts who come to F redericton to study lac k connec-

tion to our culture, our language and religions commonly

found in this region. P erhaps, a w arm scarf with the card

attac hed will in terest them in getting to kno w us. I will

send out an notice to y ou all ab out the scarf presen tation

at STU - please plan to attend.

In fel lowship

P atricia des Champs

One of many quiet sp ots to c ontemplate

Diary En tries

W ednesda y , Jan uary 25, Bobb y Burns Da y

Mum w as alw a ys particularly proud of her Scottish ances-

try , and therefore are w e all. W e had Scottish fo o ds. I

don't kno w if pudding meat is a Scottish dish, but w e all

enjo y ed it in this area, also scones. Hingey (pronounced

hing-ee) w as cottage c heese but Mum added m ustard, salt,

and p epp er, and it w as v ery sp ecial. There w as nev er

enough but she alw a ys had a little dish for Uncle Jim as

he w as also v ery fond of it. Mum had man y Scottish w ords

in her v o cabulary and her resource w as endless it seemed.

As kids, w e celebrated Hogmana y on New Y ear's Ev e. W e

w en t in a group to ev ery house in the neigh b ourho o d and

outside the do or, w e hollered, \ Get up gid wife and shake

your fe athers. A nd do not think that we ar e b e ggars. F or

we ar e childr en c ome to play. So ple ase give us our Ho g-

manay. " W e collected sandwic hes, co okies, cak e, and ap-

ples, and then w e w en t to our house or Lorne's or Elmer's,

and had a lunc h. I really can't remem b er games or a part y ,

but w e all had fun and probably just acted silly . I don't

kno w when this custom died out|�ft y y ears or so ago.

Then w e started seeing the old y ear out in a more roman tic

fashion, dancing usually , at a New Y ear's Ev e Ball.

Lines of Burns' come to mind \ F or a man 's a man for a'

that "|ho w w e misread that one in sc ho ol and I w ouldna'

dare to put it do wn lest I misquote, so I'll do the toast

Rev erend Jac kson did a few y ears bac k, \ Her e's to those

whas like us, Damn few, A nd they'r e a' de ad! " I'm o� to

to wn, up yer kilt !

Th ursda y , Jan uary 26, Mic hael's 18th birthda y

Since visiting Gertie MacLean in Prince William on Mon-

da y , I ha v e though t a lot ab out her, and Annie, and Mab el

Go dkin, and all the p eople who w ork ed in the mill| and

esp ecially the things Gertie told me.

Gertie started w ork there when she w as 13 (and her sisters

12 or 13). She men tioned that one sister w an ted to b e a

sc ho ol teac her, but her paren ts though t the opp ortunit y

to w ork to o go o d to pass up, so she had no c hoice. Gertie

sp ok e of one da y when Dewill Lister visited Pup and Pup

w as sho wing `Dewy' around. Gertie w as standing not to o

far from Dewitt when he ask ed Pup ho w he knew that

they w ork ed when he w asn't there. Pup said, \They w ork

just the same or p erhaps ev en b etter when I'm a w a y ."

They lik ed Pup as a b oss, in fact they w ere quite sen ti-

men tal ab out him. ON his 80th Birthda y , or w as it his

90th , Gertie, Jimm y , and Charlie came with a Birthda y

cak e|prett y sp ecial p eople those Kingstons.

Gertie ask ed me if I remem b ered the da y Marie, P auline,

and I started thro wing b obbins at her and some of the

other w ork ers when they w ere taking a break outside the

bac k do or of the old mill and they didn't dare come bac k

in. I m ust ask m y `confederates in crime' if they remem b er.

What a hell of a thing to do, and remem b er or not, I am

sure w e are guilt y .

Man y of our fun times w ere do wn in the mill, but what a

n uisance w e m ust ha v e b een. W e w ere kic k ed out man y

times b y `Big Slipp er,' as Pup w as called. W e w ould go

up to the pic k er ro om on the third 
o or and jump through

the hole in to the soft, oily w o ol on the second 
o or. Then

w e'd trail a bunc h of w o ol on our clothing bac k up for

a second jump. It w as fun and w e en tertained compan y

this w a y . I think i lik ed just pretending I w ork ed there

while w atc hing those who did|their �ngers w ork ed as if

b y magic. What a w onderful recreation area. But w e only

pla y ed there un til Pup kic k ed us out!

F rida y , Jan uary 27, Ro y's 64th Birthda y

The calm after the storm. There w ere no ploughs in our
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area bac k then and I supp ose w e had to w ait for Mother

Nature to tak e her course. Some win ters they had little

sno w and it w as called an `op en win ter,' but m y memory

is of moun tains of sno w. the more the b etter! The houses

w ere w armer and w e w ere prepared. The sto v es and fur-

naces burned w o o d, so w e had no discomfort from p o w er

outages. W e'd sort of `hole up' for the win ter. I can't

recall win ters where the car w as up on blo c ks, y et I do

recall that only sleighs, long sled, and pungs w ere used to

go to the store of to Harv ey . I remem b er Pup taking me

to see the do ctor in Harv ey regarding a pain I had in m y

ab domen! On the w a y to the do ctor w e w ere all v ery quiet

and sat motionless in the sleigh lest I rupture something.

Dr. Dougan diagnosed it as indigestion. En route home

w e w ere in and out of the sleigh, scaring the horse. Pup

w as so mad at us! He ga v e us hall man y times. P erhaps

that made it all the more fun.

I remem b er one da y when Uncle Oscar, Aun t Ev a and

Ro deric k (a bab y) w ere visiting. When they w ere ready to

go home, and had `ild Lucy' hitc hed up, Pup told them to

just driv e her around the barn and b ehind the house|no

problem. they did, but there w as a sheet on the clothesline

whic h sp o ok ed the house. She balk ed, and didn't they ,

w agon and all, go o v er the bank and in to the dam. I

w onder, w as it frozen o v er? I guess I don't remem b er so

vividly . I will ha v e to ask Aun t Ev a who is 95. She will

remem b er.

She did remem b er. It w asn't win ter. The dam w as not

frozen. She jump ed out with Ro deric k, and the horse,

w agon, and Uncle Oscar w en t in to the dam. But no in-

juries!

Saturda y , Jan uary 28, 10:30pm

I'm home from to wn. I ha v e m y feel soaking and a sligh t

headac he. Oh b o y! Ho c k ey game on TV. Maple Leafs vs

New Y ork Rangers. But man y of us aren't so in terested

as w e w ere in the old da ys when there w ere only six teams

in t eh National Ho c k ey League and F oster Hewitt w as Mr.

Ho c k ey . Bac k then, w e all listened to Ho c k ey Nigh t in

Canada on radio. Ev ery one had a fa v orite team. No w it

is so large one can't p ossibly kno w the pla y ers. The pla y-

o�s last for o v er mon th. Ho w ev er, w e do ha v e recreation

cen tres and rinks in ev ery small area, and this giv es man y

more kids the c hance to pla y and p ossibly b ecome `Big

Leaguers.'

In our da y , if w e got the t yp e of win ter where the dam

pro vided us with ice, w e had lots of sk ating and built b on-

�res for w arm th, for ligh t, and for romance! If there w as

no ice, w e had sno w for sliding. It w as lots of fun. W e

skied to o, though our skis w ere often home-made with a

leather strap o v er the to e. V ery few of the kids had ski

p oles, and man y of us used barrel sta v es for skis. No w

ho w w e attac hed them, (if w e did) I don't kno w. W e tried

jumping, to o. If y ou didn't kno w ho w to jump it could b e

disastrous. W e w ere luc ky!

W e had great times. W e w ere all suc h go o d friends, and

our paren ts w ere all friends, and our paren ts w ere so sp e-

cial. When some fo those neigh b our kids told m y Dad, y eas

later, the `w e' alw a ys had nice things, and that b ecause of

him and Mum, their c hildho o d's w ere more pleasan t, Pup

w as surprised and pleased. He said that his o wn kids didn't

seem tp appreciate it, so he w as happ y someone did. But,

despite our apparen t thankless attitude, I'm sure Mum and

Pup knew ho w great they w ere. I sure hop e so an yw a y .

Sunda y , Jan uary 29, 10:15am

When w e w ere kids w e w ere privileged to ha v e one of the

�rst radios|at that time, only a few p eople had then

in Y ork Mills. Ours w as an A t w ater-Ken t, a rectangu-

lar metal b o x whic h had knobs, tub es, and all the things

necessary to bring in the m usic and drama w e enjo y ed.

The sp eak er sat on the piano, and the radio on the library

table. W e did get a lot of static, but on a clear nigh t, when

the reception w as go o d, w e'd call a neigh b our to come and

listen. And, as so often happ ened, the reception w ould

deteriorate. The p eople m ust ha v e gone home thinking \I

w ouldn't w an t one of them at all."

W e ha v e a record of Pup going to Sain t John for a new

tub e for the radio in 1929 (just 60 y ears ago). He w en t to

Prince William Station with the horse and sleigh, put the

horse in Jamieson's barn, and to ok the train to Sain t John.

And, Oh Bo y , when they had that new tub e in place, and

the radio w ork ed again, it w as lik e when the p o w er had

b een o� for hours and the h ydro men had come to �x it.

W e listened to Jac k Armstrong, the All American Bo y ,

Lux Radio Theatre, and the Ma jor Bo ws T alen t Nigh t,

and that a wful gong for those who didn't mak e it. Oh y ea,

Amos and Andy . Of course �ddlin' m usic w as sp ecial on

Saturda y nigh ts. I'll ha v e ro om for more as I remem b er.

W e had soap op eras, to o|Ma P erkins, P epp er Y oung's

F amily , Big Sister|often at no on.

R.E.C.

Buildings and Grounds News

Gone is the old mail b o x in the driv ew a y! Canada P ost

has come and measured and giv en a new mail slot their

blessing! So, w e ha v e a new secure mail slot at the Unitar-

ian F ello wship. When the letter carrier deliv ers our mail

through the mail slot, it will go in to the new cloakro om

(that will remain lo c k ed except when in it is b eing used).

This means our mail will b e safe and dry!

Our new cloakro om is a ma jor upgrade for our treasured

fello wship. It will b e w armer in the win ter and brigh ter

than our old area in the garage that w e ha v e used for coats

and sho es in the past. There is a c hair to sit on for c hang-

ing fo ot w ear. There are new coat ho oks for the c hildren -
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at their heigh t so they can help themselv es!

The ligh t will come on automatically when y ou op en the

cloakro om do or - great when y our arms are full or y ou are

en tering the fello wship with c hildren.

The k ey in the lo c k b o x will also unlo c k the cloakro om

do or. Please remem b er to lo c k the cloakro om when y ou

lea v e the building. The garage will no longer b e used and

should remain lo c k ed at all times.

In fel lowship

P atricia desChamps and Barb F airw eather

Buildings and Grounds

The Million F aces Campaign Rep ort

Thank y ou to all those who participated in the Million

F aces Campaign calling for tigh ter con trol on small arms.

Y our photos will b e tra v eling the UN Review Conference

on Small Arms happ ening June 26-July 5. This is a follo w

up conference to the 2001 Programme of Action. Progress

on getting a reign on small arms has b een slo w. A t presen t,

there are 639, 000, 000 small arms w orld wide including

pistols, mac hine guns, grenades, p ortable an ti-tank sys-

tems and mortars whic h tak e the liv es of 500, 000 p eople

p er y ear.

So the 2001 UN meeting has not b een as e�ectiv e as it

should ha v e b een. Y our photos sho w y ou care ab out this

issues and sho w the UN conference delegates that the de-

cision whic h are made will not go unnoticed. "Pro ject

ploughshares has b een w orking for o v er a decade with v ar-

ious partners on initiativ es whic h seek to strengthen con-

trol on supply and demand of small arms." The Pro ject

Ploughshares campaign whic h is w orking in conjunction

with the Million F aces Campaign, is calling for go v ern-

men ts to

1. "Restrict the a v ailabilit y and spread of small arms"

2. "Adopt p olicies and practices to address the adv erse

so cial, economic, and p olitical conditions that gen-

erate the demand for small arms"

3. "pro vide resources and build capacities to ensure

more compliance with in ternational la ws and mea-

sure s to con trol small arms"

http://w ww. pl ou ghs ha re s. ca/ co nt rol /S ma ll Arm sC am p/e ve nt %2 0fl ye r. pdf

The Pro ject Ploughshares campaign is called T ak e Action

to Con trol Small Arms. "The campaign fo cuses on the

in ternational trade in small arms and seeks civil so ciet y

and go v ernmen tal supp ort for an Arms T rade treat y . The

long-term aim of this campaign is to mak e p eople safer

b y stopping the 
o w of all con v en tional arms to those

who w ould use them for atro cities and serious abuses."

(T ak en from Pro ject Ploughshares Campaign to Con trol

Small Arms 2005-06).

In fel lowship

Na jat Ab dou-McF arland

Imp atiens on mossy bricks

So cial Resp onsibilit y

Hello!

I am excited to b e w orking as Chair for the So cial Resp on-

sibilit y Commi ttee this y ear. This is m y fa v ourite commit-

tee as I feel that as UU's w e are w ell p ositioned to \w alk

our talk". I w ould imagine that man y of us at one time or

other \w alk the w alk" of our UU faith-whatev er y ou ma y

c ho ose that to b e- b y sp eaking up and o�ering an alter-

nativ e vision? No doubt man y reading this do just that

as a matter of course. Others p erhaps w ould if there w as

an opp ortunit y that �t with their b eliefs and principles.

W ell, this c h urc h y ear, y ou will b e o�ered the opp ortunit y

to share what y ou w ould lik e to do with our UU congre-

gation for so cial resp onsibilit y . There is a CUC so cial re-

sp onsibilit y man ual that I ha v e w ork ed on that I will use to

help na vigate the w orld of UU so cial resp onsibilit y . Y ou

can �nd it at cuc.ca/so cial resp onsibilit y/resources.h tm.

It suggests that the so cial resp onsibilit y committee surv ey

the congregation as a �rst step. So, I will b e asking that

all mem b ers and friends �ll out the surv ey in Septem b er.

I hop e that y ou will b e happ y to participate.

As w ell, w e are planning to con tin ue the excellen t w ork

that this congregation is already doing . Sev eral mem b ers

who ha v e already got regular c h urc h based pro jects on the

go are planning on con tin uing with the help of the so cial

resp onsibilit y committee.

The W elcoming Congregation group whic h is part of so cial

resp onsibilit y is planning some w orkshops from the \Liv-
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ing the W elcoming Congregation" handb o ok. W e will b e

sharing the sc hedule of these as so on as w e'v e shored up

our plans.

Please feel free to con tact me an y time if y ou w an t to help

on our committee. I am lo oking forw ard to serving this

congregation as so cial resp onsibilit y c hair.

Thanks for b eing a UU!!!

Sharon

V olun teers Are Needed

Our y ard w ork didn't get �nished this spring. W e need

v olun teers for sev eral sp eci�c tasks. If y ou will tak e re-

sp onsibilit y for one or sev eral tasks please call Barb F air-

w eather or P atricia desChamps or surprise us! W e ha v e

plastic bags and some to ols at UFF - p erhaps y ou w ould

prefer to bring y our o wn to ols. If y ou can, please tak e y our

bags home for disp osal. If y ou can't, please lea v e the �lled

bags outside the garage do or.

� W eeding, thinning out and edging in the 
o w er b ed

ten feet NE of our magnolia (iris w as blo oming there

in June)

� Remo ving plan t debris from under the magnolia

� T rimmi ng the t w o P oten tila shrubs on the south

la wn (S of the driv ew a y 15 feet from the kitc hen

windo ws)

� T rimmi ng a n um b er of branc hes from the lilacs etc.

that are rubbing up against the house outside the

kitc hen windo w. Please trim them up so the green-

ery starts 36 inc hes from the ground and branc hes

don't touc h the house siding.

� W eeding and edging the 
o w er b ed on Y ork Street

where our large fello wship sign is lo cated

� Pulling w eeds from under the hedges - they ha v e

b een trimmed already

� Remo ving ev ergreen debris under the sanctuary fron t

windo w and around shrubb ery on the north side

� Remo ving w eeds from b et w een concrete and slate

around the prop ert y

Children's Religious Education

Holy hot! I'v e b een in Sain t John a lot this summer-

escaping the heat w a v e! Hop e y ou'v e found a co ol place

to rest as w ell! Don and I are planning a great Kids RE

program next c h urc h y ear that will include sev eral new fa-

cilitators and ev en a new sc hedule! W e will still b e doing

the Kids W orship ev ery w eek but will b e adding a 10AM

class 1-2 Sunda ys ev ery mon th. W e are encouraging all the

RE kids to write p o ems and readings for op ening w ords,

mid-w orship reading and closing w ords. It should b e fun

to read eac h others w ork! If an y of our UU kids do write

an ything o v er the summer, y ou can alw a ys send it to me

or drop it o� on the top of the piano in the RE ro om. I'll

b e in p erio dically o v er the summer ho w ev er the RE group

do es not pro vide a program during the summer. Lo oking

forw ard to seeing y ou all when w e gather again at the end

of the summer.

Thanks for al l your supp ort!

Sharon and Don

Editorial

Scattered through this issue are sev eral pictures whic h I

to ok during our gathering at Shamp er's Blu�. I w ould lik e

to thank F reeman P atterson for his hospitalit y in making

the prop ert y a v ailable for us to exp erience. Also, a deep

and grateful thanks to allison for organizing ev erything

and for a fan tastic line up of services this past y ear and

lo oking forw ard to more to come.

Elsewhere in this issue, I ha v e included a letter from the

CUC to selected mem b ers of P arliamen t regarding the

pligh t of homosexuals in the Middle East. It serv es to

highligh t the imp ortance of the \W elcoming Congrega-

tion" programme and wh y it is necessary to single out

the GLBTQ comm uni t y for sp ecial w elcome. As w e mo v e

in to the F all, the W elcoming Congregation sub-committee

of the So cial Resp onsibilit y commi ttee will b e organizing

the \Living the W elcoming Congregation" follo w on pro-

gramme. It is exp ected that w elcoming congregations will

do this.

I w ould strongly urge an y one who still has questions ab out

the w elcoming congregation programme and wh y it is so

imp ortan t to man y of us mak e ev ery e�ort to attend the

w orkshops that will b e part of the Living the W elcoming

Congregation programme. It b ecame apparen t at our June

A GM that some p eople still do ha v e questions, ho w ev er, all

the questions ask ed and p oin ts raised w ere answ ered and

addressed during the w orkshops whic h w e underto ok as

part of b ecoming a W elcoming Congregation. Eac h w ork-

shop w as t ypically t w o hours in duration and I can not do

justice to the material presen ted in a simple editorial.

In fel lowship

T on y Fitzgerald
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Y A G Announcemen t

An announcemen t from the Y outh Advisory Group, a na-

tional UU y outh b o dy:

The Y outh Advisory Group (Y A G) is facilitating a pro cess

for re-ev aluating the structures and systems that impact

ministry to and with UU y outh in Canada, with the goal of

increasing y outh emp o w ermen t. Surv eys w ere distributed

to and collected from y outh in the fall, and a discussion

b oard has no w b een set up to allo w all y outh the opp ortu-

nit y to con tribute their ideas, though ts and concerns ab out

the w a y y outh ministry is Canada is no w done, and ho w

it can b e impro v ed in the future.

All y outh, as w ell as y outh advisors, ministers, DREs,

paren ts and other y outh allies are in vited to join in the

discussion.

A conference called T erre Comm une - Winds of Change

will b e held Sept 1st to 4th 2006 in Winnip eg, where se-

lected y outh and adult represen tativ es from all regions will

use the results of the discussion b oard to prepare prop os-

als whic h will then b e brough t to the CUC b oard for ap-

pro v al in F ebruary 2007. In terested y outh and adults are

in vited to apply to represen t their region at this confer-

ence, application forms will b e made a v ailable shortly on

the cuc.ca/y outh w ebsite, and from y our regional Y outh

Adult Committee.

W e in tend to co v er all represen tativ es' tra v el to this confer-

ence, but to do so additional donations are required. If y ou

w ould lik e to supp ort this imp ortan t conference �nancially ,

please con tact Chris Mic hell at c hristine.mic hell@uleth.ca

More information can b e found at www.cuc.ca/y outh The

discussion b oard is lo cated at:

http://canyruurevi ew.pr oboar ds99. com

CLF P oster

Principles and Purp oses P o etry P oster W an t a fun

and attractiv e reminder of our UU Principles for y our w all?

The Chur ch of the L ar ger F el lowship no w o�ers a p oster

featuring the Seven Principles in limeric k form!

Brigh t, colorful, and clev er 11" x 18" p oster.

All plan ts, b easts and p eople b elong

T o a w eb that is silen t but strong.

Ev ery c hoice that y ou mak e

Lea v es a trail in its w ak e,

So remem b er y ou're part of the throng

$10.00 includes p ostage, shipping and handling

T o purc hase a p oster or learn more ab out the Ch urc h of

the Larger F ello wship (CLF), con tact us: www.clfuu.org

or call 617-948-6150.

Flowering stumps

Mary Bennett's July Message

July 12, 2006

TIPPING POINT

I rather lik e �nding out that the \angle of rep ose" is an-

other term that means the same (according to some) as

\tipping p oin t". It's appropriate that it's dec k-c hair sea-

son to consider the connection. Wikip edia tells me to

,\consider a p erson who leans bac k in a c hair. If the p erson

tips bac k b ey ond a certain angle, then the c hair will tip

o v er and the p erson will fall on to his or her bac k."

Although originally a so ciological term, it w as recen tly

p opularized and applied to daily life b y Malcolm Glad-

w ell's 2000 b estselling b o ok The Tipping P oin t: Ho w Little

Things Can Mak e a Big Di�erence.

http://www.gladwel l.com /tipp ingpo int/ index .html

Here are some examples from Gladw ell's w ebsite:

It's a b o ok ab out c hange. In particular, it's a b o ok that

presen ts a new w a y of understanding wh y c hange so often

happ ens as quic kly and as unexp ectedly as it do es. F or

example, wh y did crime drop so dramatically in New Y ork

Cit y in the mid-1990' s? Ho w do es a no v el written b y an

unkno wn author end up as national b estseller? Wh y do

teens smok e in greater and greater n um b ers, when ev ery

single p erson in the coun try kno ws that cigarettes kill?

Wh y is w ord-of-mouth so p o w erful? What mak es TV

sho ws lik e Sesame Street so go o d at teac hing kids ho w

to read?

I think the answ er to all those questions is the same. It's
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that ideas and b eha vior and messages and pro ducts some-

times b eha v e just lik e outbreaks of infectious disease. They

are so cial epidemics. The Tipping P oin t is an examination

of the so cial epidemics that surround us.

I'd lik e to hear from y ou!

Ho w ha v e y ou seen the Tipping P oin t e�ect in y our con-

gregation? Did an ev en t \suddenly" b ecome an ann ual

tradition? Did y our m usic program start to attract those

from b ey ond the c h urc h comm unit y? Ho w ab out the y outh

group? P erhaps one w eek there w ere only a couple, and

then there w ere 20 or 30?

Send me a note to mary@cuc.ca or add a commen t to m y

blog at:

http://www.cuc.ca /whos who/ed/messages.h tm

(Clic k \Con v ersations with Mary")

T ak e care of y ourselv es and eac h other

Mary

Mary Bennett, Executiv e Director

Canadian Unitarian Council

SHOR T SNIPPETS

I include these short snipp ets for y our information and as

\�llers" for congregational newsletters or announcemen t

sheets. Please use as y ou will.

MA Y LONG WEEKEND

The Canadian Unitarian Council Ann ual Conference and

Meeting is alw a ys on the Ma y long w eek end. W e'v e no w

con�rmed lo cations for the next three y ears. 2007 is

hosted b y the Unitarian Ch urc h of V ancouv er and UBC

will b e the main conference v en ue. Otta w a First is host-

ing 2008, and Lak ehead Unitarian F ello wship (Th under

Ba y) will host 2009. T o receiv e mon thly up dates on the

2007 conference, send a blank email to cuc-acm-2007-news-

subscrib e@y aho ogroups.com

T res CUUL!

Canadian Unitarian Univ ersalist Leadership Sc ho ol w as

sold out this y ear in Otta w a at 35 participan ts (Ev en then

w e had to add an additional facilitator). And w e ha v e

no w �nalized the requiremen ts for the CUUL Program to

b e designated as a CUUL Leader. Y ou'll �nd information

and a go o d Reading List whether y ou're enrolled or not

at: h ttp://www.cuc.ca/programs/leadership.h tm

LA Y CHAPLAINCY TURNO VER

Man y of our congregations are recruiting la y c haplains as

the six-y ear maxim um term tak es e�ect this Ma y , 2007,

and a n um b er of long-time la y c haplains will b e retiring

then. CUC has alw a ys recommended at least t w o la y c hap-

lains ev en if the n um b er of services are few, in order to pro-

vide bac kup and supp ort. T o assist with this transition,

CUC no w has t w o La y Chaplaincy committees - one in the

w est; and one in the east. Eac h committee mem b er has a

group of congregations that they will b e in con tact with-

and a v ailable to answ er questions-to pro vide clari�cation

on resolutions; p olicies and pro cedures. Lots of informa-

tion at: h ttp://www.cuc.ca/la y c haplaincy/index.h tm or

con tact Janice Lincoln at the CUC o�ce (Janice@cuc.ca)

if y ou ha v e questions. If she do esn't kno w, she can forw ard

y our question to the appropriate committee mem b er.

T ak e care,

Mary Bennett, Executiv e Director

CANADIAN UNIT ARIAN COUNCIL

www.cuc.ca 1-888-568-5723

Mary's in V ancouv er till end of August - 604-617-0142

CUC Ann ual Conference and meeting 2007 will b e the

largest ev er. Ov er the summer w e are �nalizing v arious

details and will p ost on the w eb regularly . Reserv ations

for accommo dation at UBC - the conference site{will op en

July 15/06.

Letter from CUC to MP/PM

The Honourable P eter G. McKa y

Minister of F oreign A�airs Canada

125 Sussex Driv e

Otta w a, ON K1A 0C2

June 23, 2006

Dear Minister,

Canadian Unitarians are concerned ab out rep orted sys-

tematic killings and imprisonmen t of ga y men and teens

in Iraq and Iran. A rep ort from the United Nations O�ce

issued on April 10, 2006 con�rmed that ga y Iraqis ha v e

b een targeted for kidnapping and m urder b ecause of their

sexual orien tation.

Our First Principle states our commitm en t to the inher-

en t w orth and dignit y of ev ery h uman b eing. In 1978, the

Canadian Unitarian Council (CUC) at its Ann ual Meet-

ing adopted a resolution calling for all \co des of h uman

righ ts to ban discrimination based on sexual orien tation."

This p osition w as rea�rmed and expanded b y the CUC's

Ann ual Conference and Meeting resolutions in 1984 and

2006. In June 2005, Canadian Unitarian y outh carried a

Pride Rain b o w Banner to P arliamen t Hill to a�rm and

supp ort the righ t to same-sex marriage.

In recen t rep orts, more than fort y �v e Iranian ga ys are

kno wn to ha v e died. This includes the hanging of t w o

teenage b o ys, aged 16 and 17 y ears, and the sho oting of

a fourteen y ear old b o y . In one case, a y oung Iranian ga y

man with a go o d academic record had gained admittance

to Canadian institutions of higher education. Ho w ev er, he

w as unable to obtain a visitor's visa and study p ermit from

his home go v ernmen t, ev en with an o�er of free housing
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and tuition.

Canadians should not rep eat the mistak e that w as made

when Jews w ere turned a w a y while 
eeing the Holo caust,

b ecause they w ere feared as Germans. Lik e those Jewish

Germans, ga y Muslims m ust also 
ee to surviv e.

W e urge that y ou instruct Canadian missions in Iran, Iraq

and Egypt, kno wn areas in whic h ga y men are at risk, to

exp edite the issuance of visas in order to facilitate their

arriv al in Canada, a safe ha v en for ga y men and teens.

Unitarians and other sympathizers ha v e o�ered to seek

housing for these endangered p ersons among our congre-

gan ts, other accepting denominations, and Canada's ga y

p opulation.

W e lo ok forw ard to y our resp onse.

Sincerely ,

Vyda Ng

Presiden t

Canadian Unitarian Council / Conseil Unitarien du Canada

Cemetery

Stew ardship: a UUA w orkshop

The UUA's Dr. W a yne Clark is a b eliev er in something

man y Unitarian Univ ersalists sh y a w a y from - asking for

money . That w as crystal clear in the w orkshop preview-

ing his ab out-to-b e-published b o ok, F orw ard Through the

Ages: A New Stew ardship Dev elopmen t Program (due out

from Beacon Press in Marc h, 2007).

Clark, Director of Congregational F undraising Services for

the UUA, b eliev es thA T language around money should

c hange to get rid of some v ery old, v ery negativ e baggage.

In Clark `s preferred lexicon, the can v ass is the \budget

driv e," a pledge is a \�nancial commitm en t," a can v asser

is a \visiting stew ard," and a home visit is a \stew ardship

con v ersation." Ab o v e all, Clark sa ys, fundraising is stew-

ardship. His rationale is that \fundraising" emphasizes the

need of the recipien t, while \stew ardship" is all ab out the

spiritual need to giv e. And the w a y to a p erson's w allet,

he insists, is alw a ys through the heart and soul.

The F orw ard Through the Ages stew ardship plan empha-

sizes the connection b et w een spiritual stew ardship and

congregational mission b y linking resources with curren t

programs and ministries, and b y seeking to deep en a com-

mitmen t to future programs and ministries. It's a m ulti-

y ear, systemic stew ardship dev elopmen t program designed

to b oth promote gro wth and ful�ll a congregation's mis-

sion. There are �v e phases, whic h could eac h tak e a y ear

to complete, and �v e comp onen ts in eac h phase.

The phases of the stew ardship program are:

* Receiving and accepting * Gro wing and in v esting * Re-

turning and restoring * Giving generously * Applying re-

cen t learnings

In eac h phase, the �v e comp onen ts are:

* Stew ardship education * Jo yful giving * Ministry and

go o d w orks * The ann ual budget driv e * Planned giving

Clark ga v e sev eral examples of p ossible activities in the

�rst phase of the program (Receiving and accepting).

Stew ardship education could include o�ering a money

managemen t w orkshop or conducting a Sunda y service

around the theme of gracious receiving. Ministry and go o d

w orks migh t include a series of Sunda y order of service

inserts highligh ting successful programs and ministries.

Planned giving migh t include a b equest recognition so-

ciet y .

Clark shared a long list of tips designed for successful stew-

ardship campaigns. F or example, he sa ys for visiting stew-

ards (what man y no w call can v assers) to b e e�ectiv e, they

need an orien tation w orkshop to discuss ho w to ask for

money . Clark recommends that p oten tial visiting stew-

ards b e assured that they don't ha v e to decide whether to

tak e the job un til the end of the orien tation. Those who

then agree to mak e stew ardship visits should b e giv en no

more than four households (to a v oid burnout). And Clark

sa ys those who decide they cannot handle the job should

b e let o� the ho ok.

As for ho w to ask for money , Clark insists the most suc-

cessful approac h is a direct, p erson-to-p erson con v ersation.

Phone calls are a distan t second. Mail is an ev en more

distan t third.

Resp onding to one of the �nal questions in a Q and A ses-

sion, Clark said the most imp ortan t part of an y fundrais-

ing driving is making the case. \The b etter job y ou do of

sharing y our passion, the more money y ou're lik ely to get.

Y ou w an t p eople as stew ards who are passionate ab out the

congregation and are willing to sp eak to that. They m ust

b e able to answ er the question `What di�erence will m y

money mak e?' "
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Clark is lo oking for four to eigh t congregations to partic-

ipate in a demonstration pro ject of the new stew ardship

dev elopmen t plan. Judging from the hands that shot up

during this w orkshop, there'll b e no shortage of v olun-

teers.

Min utes of Board Meeting

Ma y 31, 2006

Presen t: T on y Fitzgerald, allison calv ern, George DeMille,

P atricia desChamps, Don Flatt, Bett y P onder; regrets: Ed

Leslie and T racy W alls.

1. Op ening: Allison lit the c halice as T on y read an op ening

selection, after whic h . .

2. Call to order: . . he called the meeting to order at 7:20

pm. It w as agreed that, in the absence of the presiden t,

T on y c hair the meeting.

3. Chec k-in: Those presen t w ere in vited to c hec k in.

4. Appro v al of agenda: It w as agreed that the agenda as

circulated b e adopted.

5. Min utes of meeting of April 26: MO VED (George & al-

lison) that the min utes of the previous meeting b e adopted.

CARRIED

6. Business arising: None

7. Corresp ondence: None

8. Section and Financial rep orts

(i) Financial rep ort: George distributed a rep ort (attac hed

to min utes) sho wing a y ear-to-date surplus of $3127.

(ii) Programs & Ministry: Letters (attac hed to the min-

utes) ha v e b een receiv ed from Nadine Iv es and Eric Stev en-

son ob jecting to the service topic for June 4 on the Spir-

itualit y of Wine. It w as felt that this w as a matter that

should b e dealt with b y the Adult Program Committee.

This committee has already met and has decided that the

service topic is an appropriate one and no mo v e to in terfere

with the service is called for. Allison will write separately

to Eric and Nadine explaining the Adult Program Com-

mittee's decision. George will write also on b ehalf of the

Board.

T on y expressed his appreciation to allison for the program

of the past y ear.

(iii) Comm uni cations & Outreac h: The business cards are

no w almost ready . The building use p olicy do cumen t is

nearly �nal (cop y attac hed to min utes). It w as felt that

w e should ha v e an information meeting for all external

users, at whic h time they w ould b e ask ed to sign the form

accepting the conditions under whic h their use of our facil-

it y is go v erned. Resp onsibilit y for administering the p olicy

is to b e transferred to the Finance & F acilities section.

P atricia rep orted that the F redericton Music F estiv al

w ould lik e to hold mon thly meetings in our building and

also to use it for the w o o d winds section of the festiv al next

spring. She also rep orted that Mr. Klaus of the Baha'i

group has o�ered to do repairs needed for the grand piano

in gratitude for our letting them meet at our premises.

(iv) Finance & F acilities: P atricia rep orted that an air

conditioner has b een installed upstairs in order to con trol

the h umidit y in the building. A h umidex unit is also to b e

installed in the basemen t to the same end.

There w as discussion of the reno v ations to mak e the build-

ing more accessible to those with ph ysical disabilities.

Tw o quotations (attac hed to min utes) for pro viding a

wheelc hair ramp to the kitc hen en trance ha v e b een re-

ceiv ed. M & S Reno v ations will b e ask ed to install this

ramp. The p ossibilit y of obtaining a gran t from the NB

Go v ernmen t to con v ert the w ash-ro om near this en trance

to a wheelc hair accessible one w as discussed. There is no

money in the budget for this but if a gran t is forthcoming

w e migh t b e able to pro ceed.

MO VED (George & Don) that w e apply for a gran t un-

der the pro vincial F amily and Y outh Capital Assistance

Program for the con v ersion of this w ash-ro om. CARRIED

George and P atricia will prepare the gran t application.

9. A GM planning and b y-la w revisions: Prior to the meet-

ing T on y had circulated a suggestion (attac hed to min utes)

on ho w a statemen t migh t b e added to our b y-la ws indi-

cating our status as a W elcoming Congregation. He felt

that this migh t b e done most appropriately b y adding a

new \whereas" clause to the pream ble.

MO VED (George & Don) that the Ann ual General Meet-

ing b e ask ed to appro v e this amendmen t to the b y-la ws.

CARRIED

George and T on y will put this amendmen t on our w ebsite.

10. Nominating Committee: P atricia rep orted that the

slate of o�cers is almost complete, with the notable excep-

tion of vice-presiden t and asso ciate VP (Comm uni cations

& Outreac h). It w as agreed that the Nominating Com-

mittee w ould attempt to ha v e a full slate nominated b y

June 8 so that due notice could b e giv en in adv ance of the

ann ual meeting.

11. Other business: Allison rep orted that the W elcoming

Congregation Committee w ould lik e the b oard to estab-

lish a p olicy and pro cedures for dealing with complain ts.

It w as felt that this matter should b e left to the incoming

b oard.

Bett y felt that it w as time to set up a panel of four to

o v ersee the organization and decoration of in terior build-

ing space. It w as agreed that Margaret Bo yle, Geneviev e

Laloux, Sheila Mo ore and Mary Scott b e ask ed to consti-
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tute this panel.

12. Closing w ords and adjournmen t: By general consensus

the meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm.

George DeMille

Secretary-T reasurer

A ttac hmen ts:

1. Y ear-to-date Financial Statemen t for 2006;

2. Letters from Nadine Iv es and Eric Stev enson concerning

the prop osed Spiritualit y of Wine service and rep ort to the

b oard from the Adult Program Committee;

3. Building use p olicy , application form and agreemen t;

4. Memo from Margaret Fitzgerald supp orting use of the

grand piano b y the F redericton Music F estiv al;

5. Quotations for installing wheelc hair ramp;

6. E-mail from T on y Fitzgerald (dated Ma y 18) with pro-

p osed b y-la w amendmen t resp ecting W elcoming Congre-

gation status.

Prin ted June 28, 2006

George DeMille

Secretary T reasurer

Main c ottage Shamp er's Blu�

This space w an ts y our material!
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